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Von John Allyn : 47 Ronin  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised 47 Ronin: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Japan's 
National Tale of Honor and RevengeVon Ein KundeThe story of the 47 ronin is THE national story of Japan and the 
key to understanding Nihon Kokoro, the japanese mind. Just as the United States has the legend of the Alamo, Japan 
has the story of the 47 Ronin. The popularity of the story comes from the fact that the heroes had become an ideal. 
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They embody all that a Nihonjin, a Japanese person strives to be. It also illustrates the cultural chasm between the 
asian cultures and western cultures regarding duty, honor and death (the japanese consider seppuku a very honorable 
way to die).The heroic warriors were offered a chance to live, but in a solemn and dramatic ceremony, each man, in 
turn, knelt down and ran his thumb over the blade of a razor sharp Katana (sword blade)in order to draw blood. One by 
one, they then impressed their thumbprint on a document swearing loyalty to the end to Asano, Lord of Ako. More 
than three hundred fifty men in all executed the blood oath, and forty-seven would avenge him. The Ronin were buried 
next to their Lord and his wife on the grounds of a buddhist temple, a site of ritual pilgramige to this day. A must read 
for anyone studying martial arts, this book is the key to understanding the spirit and the drive of the Japanese people.2 
von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A Good Retelling of a Great StoryVon wutanglenThe 47 
Ronin is one of the most interesting Japanese Samurai stories. The story of what 47 Samurai will do to avenge the 
unjust death of the Daimyo is incredible. Whether you are into Japanese culture or a teacher, or anyone interested a 
just a good story about morals, duty, revenge, and patience should read this story. This version, the only English 
version I know of, is pretty good. David Morrell in the opening Chapter of the 5 Profession does a nice job of telling 
the story in just a few pages. Once you know the outcome of the 47 Ronin story, you will never forget it.1 von 1 
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Revenge and RedemtionVon Benjamin J. FobertRevenge and 
Redemption In a world where change was taking place so rapidly, the 47 ronin of Ako forced themselves to continue 
the tradition of honor and social control that feudal Japan had once been ruled by. Japan was a place that was in a 
constant state of flux and change in the beginning of the 18th century. While the Shogun, Tsunayoshi, attempted to 
further his central control in the country social changes began to take place. The makeup of the social classes was 
being redefined. A system that was once enforced by the samurai was now increasingly being centralized. Asano and 
his force of samurai were the exception to this rule of change. For them the most important aspect of their history was 
duty, honor, and sacrifice. The 47 Ronin Story is a book about honor, revenge and redemption. From the beginning of 
the story, the concept of honor and redemption is apparent. Lord Asano of Ako is portrayed as an honorable man who 
is trying to live the laws set forth by the Shogun Tsunayoshi. In obedience to his leader, Asano is readying himself for 
the ceremonies to take place in the palace of the Shogun. At the same time, an element of tradition and redemption of 
traditional ways takes place in his preparation. In order for Asano to understand the etiquette for the occasion, he must 
learn from the Shogun's master of ceremonies, Kira. Kira requires a bribe for his services and Asano refuses to pay the 
bribe because of his traditional values. In Asano's attempt to protect and redeem himself from the bribery and 
corruption, he ends up committing a grievous act wherein he injures Kira and seals his fate. Although Asano was 
allowed to commit seppuku it was, in a way, a disgrace to the honor and tradition of traditional Japanese values. 
Immediately after the death of the Lord of Ako, the samurai serving Asano, now ronin or masterless samurai, become 
fixed on revenge and redemption of their good names, and the name of their master, Lord Asano. No longer with a 
master, and their lands taken over, the ronin of Ako disperse with the knowledge that some day they will hopefully 
return and avenge the death of their lord, and regain their titles as samurai. With Kira alive the ronin felt they could not 
redeem themselves without the death of their lord's effectual killer. In the first days after their master's death, almost 
all of the ronin vowed to someday get revenge. As time passed, however, only the most dedicated ronin were seen to 
be the ones to take an interest in regaining what was previously theirs. In the attempt to organize their forces, the ronin 
of Ako would eventually have to do exactly the opposite of what they were planning to do in order to attain revenge, 
and redeem themselves. The ronin had to totally degrade themselves. The ronin had to let others around them know 
that they were truly masterless samurai who had lost all of their will to become honorable men through revenge on 
Kira. One man opened up an archery school, teaching the arts of the samurai to the common people. This was a 
despicable and dishonorable action to take. Even Oishi, the retainer of the Ako forces had to convince the people 
around him that he was no longer desirous to seek revenge, and redeem his good name. In his attempt to soil his 
reputation he divorced his wife, began drinking heavily, spent his time in geisha houses, attended the Kabuki theater, 
and even started a fight in the theater allowing himself to lose showing his apparent bad sowrdsmanship. While trying 
to soil his reputation further by living with a mistress from one of the geisha houses, and drinking heavily, some of the 
ronin under his command began to question his ability in leadership. Fortunately the charade put on by the ronin of 
Ako was seen by outsiders as a loss in honor and reputation. Spies that once watched the ronin retreated, and the ronin 
were finally able to plan their final attack on their hated enemy. In the final attack, the men of Ako were a small but 
committed group of 47 ronin, poised and ready for a surprise attack. Like a tiger stalking its prey, the men were able to 
attack the residence of the now retired Kira ending the conflict. By this action not only did the men of Ako get revenge 
on the person who in effect killed their master, but they were able to redeem their names, and the name of the master 
Lord Asano. Although all 47 ronin were sentenced to death, they were allowed to die in the honorable ceremony of 
seppuku, or ritual disembowelment. As the men acted together in their common cause they became united in their 
struggle that eventually lead to their deaths. In their deaths they found peace and comfort in exacting revenge, and 
redemption and honor in their actions.



KurzbeschreibungNow a major motion picture!47 Ronin is the unforgettable tale of a band of samurai who defied the 
Emperor to avenge the disgrace and death of their master, and faced certain death as a result. This set off a chain of 
events that led to one of the bloodiest episodes in Japanese history. In the process, it also created a new set of heroes in 
Japan.In 1701, young Lord Asano is goaded into attacking a corrupt official at the Japanese Court. Although the 
wound Asano inflicts is minimal, the Emperor's punishment is harshLord Asano is ordered to commit seppuku, or 
ritual suicide. His lands are confiscated and his family is dishonored and exiled. His samurai now become ronin, or 
masterless, and are dispersed.The Ronin were not trusted by their enemies, and lived under the watchful eyes of spies 
for months. They appeared to adapt to their new circumstances by becoming tradesmen and teachers. But the Ronin 
only appeared to accept their fate. They were in fact making careful plans for revenge, biding their time until the 
moment to strike was right! Their deeds became Japan's most celebrated example of bravery, cunning, and loyalty in 
an age when samurai were heroes, and honor was worth dying for.John Allyn does a masterful job of presenting 47 
Ronin as a compelling and suspenseful taleone that will appeal to fans of the December 2013 film starring Keanu 
Reeves.Pressestimmen"Fans of samurai will enjoy this retelling of a classic story of revenge and loyalty." --Japan 
Powered blog-The book contains a new foreword by Stephen Turnbull, the historical advisor for 47 Ronin and the 
author of more than 50 books on military history. ...As Turnbull says in his foreword: 'The raid of the Forty Seven 
Ronin holds a unique place in Japanese history. There is nothing quite like it, and John Allyn's masterful re-retelling of 
the tale captures for modern readers much of the excitement with which the Japanese populace of the mid-eighteenth 
century would have responded to what for them was the equivalent of a newspaper sensation.'- --Publishers Weekly-
Fans of samurai will enjoy this retelling of a classic story of revenge and loyalty.- --Japan Powered blog"The book 
contains a new foreword by Stephen Turnbull, the historical advisor for 47 Ronin and the author of more than 50 
books on military history. ...As Turnbull says in his foreword: 'The raid of the Forty Seven Ronin holds a unique place 
in Japanese history. There is nothing quite like it, and John Allyn's masterful re-retelling of the tale captures for 
modern readers much of the excitement with which the Japanese populace of the mid-eighteenth century would have 
responded to what for them was the equivalent of a newspaper sensation.'" --Publishers WeeklyKurzbeschreibungNow 
a major motion picture!47 Ronin is the unforgettable tale of a band of samurai who defied the Emperor to avenge the 
disgrace and death of their master, and faced certain death as a result. This set off a chain of events that led to one of 
the bloodiest episodes in Japanese history. In the process, it also created a new set of heroes in Japan.In 1701, young 
Lord Asano is goaded into attacking a corrupt official at the Japanese Court. Although the wound Asano inflicts is 
minimal, the Emperor's punishment is harshLord Asano is ordered to commit seppuku, or ritual suicide. His lands are 
confiscated and his family is dishonored and exiled. His samurai now become ronin, or masterless, and are 
dispersed.The Ronin were not trusted by their enemies, and lived under the watchful eyes of spies for months. They 
appeared to adapt to their new circumstances by becoming tradesmen and teachers. But the Ronin only appeared to 
accept their fate. They were in fact making careful plans for revenge, biding their time until the moment to strike was 
right! Their deeds became Japan's most celebrated example of bravery, cunning, and loyalty in an age when samurai 
were heroes, and honor was worth dying for.John Allyn does a masterful job of presenting 47 Ronin as a compelling 
and suspenseful taleone that will appeal to fans of the December 2013 film starring Keanu Reeves. 


