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Von M.C. Beaton : Agatha Raisin and the Potted Gardener  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Agatha Raisin and the Potted Gardener: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Tod 
einer SchwrmereiVon GrnspechtAgatha Raisin hat ein Auge auf den neuen Tierarzt geworfen. Es heit, dass er mit 
Pferden und Rindern umgehen kann, aber weder Hunde noch Katzen mag. Agatha hat zwei Katzen und wird bald 
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misstrauisch. Auerdem erleichtert er mehrere Damen unter einem Vorwand um hohe Geldbetrge. Ist es ein Wunder, 
dass er ermordet wird?Die Gesprche mit potenziellen Zeugen sind recht ausfhrlich geschildert, darum ist dieser Band 
nicht sehr spannend, wenn auch nett zu lesen.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Agatha 
Acquires a Detecting PartnerVon Donald MitchellAgatha Raisin and the Vicious Vet (Veterinarian) is the second book 
in the Agatha Raisin series of mysteries by M. C. Beaton, author of the highly acclaimed Hamish Macbeth mysteries. 
If you haven't yet read the first book in the series, Agatha Raisin and the Quiche of Death, I suggest you read that book 
before taking on Agatha Raisin and the Vicious Vet. The earlier book is a very strong introduction to this series: You'll 
like Agatha Raisin and the Vicious Vet much better if you have read the earlier book first.As Agatha Raisin and the 
Vicious Vet opens, Agatha Raisin is frustrated by her unsuccessful pursuit of James Lacey, her handsome bachelor 
neighbor. Having heard that Lacey was off to the Bahamas for a vacation, Agatha headed there, too, only to find no 
James Lacey in situ. Returning to Carsely in the English Cotswolds, she's upset to learn that Lacey changed his plans 
for the Bahamas after learning that Agatha was scheduled to be there as well. He doesn't even answer his door when 
she stops by.But she's mildly curious to learn about the new vet that the women at the Carsely Ladies Society are 
gushing over. Surely, her cat, Hodge, can provide an excuse. Imagine Agatha's surprise when a long wait to see Paul 
Bladen, the vet, leads to a dinner invitation. Her plans are foiled, however, by a winter storm, an accident, and a call to 
Bladen's home that encounters someone who claims to be his wife. But there is good news: James Lacey helps her 
after an accident.In a separate story line, Agatha finds herself courted by James Pomfret who wants to open a new PR 
agency. Agatha is very impressed that Pomfret has two prestigious clients in tow . . . and must decide whether to 
invest her savings into this little venture. Disturbed by her failures with James Lacey and the setback with Paul 
Bladen, Agatha is seriously inclined to take up her old life in London. In the process, she finds herself acquiring a 
second cat.Into the breach comes her good friend, Detective Sergeant Bill Wong, who wisely counsels a careful 
background check of Pomfret and taking it slower with James Lacey. On her own, she decides to confront Bladen 
about why he asked her out to dinner when he was married. Bladen offers an excuse and Agatha accepts a second 
dinner invitation. The date goes well (except for the wretched restaurant), and Agatha finds herself with the 
opportunity for romance. But before matters can progress much further, Bladen is found dead . . . having received an 
injection of a deadly poison that is used on horses. The police conclude it's an accident, but Agatha decides it would be 
fun to investigate anyway. In the process, she acquires a partner who enjoys turning over mysterious occurrences 
almost as much as she does.Inevitably, this book will mostly be compared to Agatha Raisin and the Quiche of Death. 
The character development in that story was much better than this one, and the mystery was a little more satisfying to 
solve. Also, the predicament of being an embarrassed incomer made for a better nonmystery story line in that book. 
Agatha as a pursuer of men in Vicious Vet is portrayed mainly a series of virtual pratfalls as her aggressive nature gets 
her into what are more annoyingly awkward than funny situations. Vicious Vet's main virtue is that the character of 
James Lacey is developed into what could become a whole person eventually.Unless you hated Agatha Raisin and the 
Quiche of Death, you'll probably find Vicious Vet to be an enjoyable, if somewhat disappointing, read.3 von 3 Kunden 
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Agatha Takes Her Place as a Village CharacterVon Donald MitchellLike 
many readers, I found Agatha Raisin to be irresistible as a character when she first appeared in Agatha Raisin and the 
Quiche of Death. Here was a blunt, high-powered, but lonely, woman who wanted to start a new life amid her fantasy 
of what life is like in a Cotswold village. Her pushy instincts in that book worked well (when employed to raise funds 
for charity) and backfired when aimed at self-promotion (entering a store-bought quiche in a baking contest). Where 
would M. C. Beaton take this fascinating character?In Agatha Raisin and the Vicious Vet, Agatha began to overcome 
her tendency to pursue James Lacey, her handsome bachelor neighbor, enough to attract him as a sleuthing partner. 
With Bill Wong as her advisor in the pursuit of the proper male, can she learn to be more reserved?Agatha Raisin and 
the Potted Gardener combines both perspectives into one story. Agatha returns from an extended trip to find that 
James Lacey seems totally taken with a beautiful incomer, Mary Fortune, who has looks, money, and the same 
gardening interests as James. Agatha is stirred into action and decides to become a horticulturalist. Naturally, she 
doesn't know the first thing about what she's doing. Despite a warning from Mary that a frost is coming, Agatha puts 
out her seedlings. The result is a bare garden. Will Agatha cheat again to get her way?Before the story is over, there's 
another murder in Carsely and Agatha is immediately in hot pursuit . . . with James Lacey soon enticed into joining her 
investigation. Before she's done, Agatha even braves the Boggles (the hard-to-satisfy older couple who like free trips 
from Quiche of Death) to get information.This story is a more complex character development than either of the first 
two books in the series. Agatha becomes much more nuanced in her perspectives and responses . . . and becomes more 
like a real person rather than a mystery book character. I was particularly pleased to see the careful development of 
Mary Fortune as a character. It is very well done and adds a lot to the story. Unfortunately, James Lacey is developed 
in only one dimension, a predictable one. He becomes a bit tiresome before the end of the book.The mysteries in the 
book are pretty easy to solve which reduces the book's interest for those who like puzzles. But the crimes themselves 
are certainly imaginative and enrich the story.The book's main weakness is that the motives and actions of the 
characters seemed a little off to me. They didn't quite ring true. See what you think.Any Agatha Raisin fan, however, 



would be foolish to skip this book. It's quite entertaining.

KurzbeschreibungAgatha goes digging where she shouldn't...Agatha is taken aback when she finds a new woman 
ensconced in the affections of her attractive bachelor neighbour, James Lacey. The beautiful Mary Fortune is superior 
in every way, especially when it comes to gardening - and with Carsely Garden Open Day looming, Agatha feels this 
deficiency acutely.So when Mary is discovered murdered, buried upside down in a pot, Agatha seizes the moment and 
immediately starts yanking up village secrets by their roots and digging the dirt on the hapless victim. But Agatha has 
an awkward secret too . . .Praise for the Agatha Raisin series:'Sharp, witty, hugely intelligent, unfailingly entertaining . 
. . M. C. Beaton has created a national treature.' Anne Robinson, The Times'The Miss Marple-like Raisin is a 
refreshingly sensible, wonderfully eccentric, thoroughly likeable heroine.' BooklistFrom Publishers WeeklyStocky, 
middle-aged Agatha Raisin returns from a long vacation abroad to find the other residents of her Cotswolds village 
dazzled by a beautiful newcomer. The divorced Mary Fortune has particularly captivated Agatha's neighbor and love 
interest, James Lacey, sharing, it seems, his passion for gardening. Not to be outdone, Agatha takes up a trowel and, in 
her determined fashion, wastes no time in buying seedlings while digging for information about Mary. Against Mary's 
advice, Agatha plants too early; a late frost leaves her with no prospects for the upcoming garden show. A former 
associate in her London PR firm, desperate to have her back, promises to have her garden secretly replanted if she'll 
agree to return to work for six months in the fall. As the time for the garden show approaches, malicious pranks wreck 
the gardens of neighbors who have had run-ins with Mary. Then Agatha finds the newcomer strung up by her heels, 
her head "planted" in a large pot, and she and James are plunged into another murder investigation. Beaton's dry sense 
of humor and her unflattering but affectionate portrait of gruff, often adolescent-acting Agatha, make this third tale, 
following Agatha Raisin and the Vicious Vet , a bloom worth plucking. Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.From BooklistThat intrepid British sleuth-by-default Agatha Raisin returns in a third adventure that's even more 
cozy, charming, and witty than her previous two. With a name like Agatha Raisin and a tendency toward pugnacious 
pudginess, Agatha may not seem a likely sort of detective, but when a crime is committed in her adopted village of 
Carseley, she's first on the scene. Mary Fortune, an attractive divorce newly arrived in Carseley, has raised local 
eyebrows with her on-again, off-again friendliness, nasty remarks, sharp tongue, and--worst of all--her very public 
affair with the love of Agatha's life, James Lacey. When several local gardens are destroyed, the villagers believe 
Mary is involved--until she's found murdered in a particularly nasty manner. The local coppers move too slowly for 
Agatha's taste, so she dons her detective hat and, through a combination of tenaciousness and curiosity, discovers the 
identity of the killer. Beaton captures perfectly the tenor of life in a quiet, quaint English village; the Miss Marple-like 
Raisin is a refreshingly sensible, wonderfully eccentric, thoroughly likable heroine; and the latest Raisin escapade is 
lively, funny, and entertaining. A must for cozy fans. Emily Melton 


