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Von Susan Squires: Danelaw before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and
all praised Danelaw:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste KundenrezensionenO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Squires
Masterpiece! Von Deborah MacgillivraySusan Squiresis a puzzler to try and shoebox. Her first novel was a grabber.
Danegeld dealt with aperiod in Britain's history, generally ignored (last one | can recall was Johanna Lynsay in her
Medieval Trilogy and that was along timeago!). It was grimly realistic, provoking - possibly too grim and too


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00ENJW0PM

provoking for more timid readers. But there was arare, fresh voice in the work that was so rich in history often sadly
neglected in today's lighter romance market. Don't get me wrong, | LOVE fast paced, whimsical romances, but feel
thereisroom - and need - for both styles. Variety iswhat keeps the market fresh. The trend isto get the history of out
historicals for this slows the pace of the romance. | love romance, but | also love history, the pageantry, the drama, so
Danegeld was something | was glad to see published. In her second, Sacrament, Squires gave us a thinking woman's
vampire tale. Not dwelling on the vampire aspect of it, she provoked (I often wonder if provokeis not Squires middle
name) you into looking at good and evil - not of the vampire, but of the desires of individuas, those acted upon and
those repressed, and the choices those desire can drive one to make. Many bemoaned this was not atraditional (aka
stereotypical) vampire tale, to which Squires quite blithely thanked you and agreed. Her third work, Body Electric,
pushed the boundaries and was a brilliantly conceive bit of Michael Crichton techno thriller. Sometimes you might not
like what Squiresis doing in her books, but she never failsto provoke you.All three works were of strong merit, well
researched, and with interesting characters, even too awalk on the wild side...but she just missed bull's-eye.Squires
comes full circle, returning to that dark period in British History - and WOW - her fourth novel, Danelaw hits the
target...in fact she blowsit away. Thisis not a sequel to Danegeld, so do not buy it with that impression.Danelaw
standson it on and it is Squires best work. Rich in period lore of the British Isles and the Dane invaders during the
period of Alfred, Squires delivers a powerful tale of Epona”Pony" the last of her kind, the woman who speaks to
horses and lives below the great chalk horse on the Downs. She little knows she is a priestess to the Cult of Epona, the
Scots Horse Goddess of War, but the fame of Epona was spread far and wide. Called ‘Mare' (MAH-ray) by the Irish of
Dalriada, she was the bringer of dreams good and bad. The English word nightmare is derived from her Irish name.
The Goddess was even adopted by the conquering Romans whose cavalry called upon her to aid them before a charge.
She was the only Celtic deity enshrined and worshipped in Rome, where they saw her as the Triple Goddess Eponae.
To the Saxon Alfred, the man who would unite Britain after the Roman withdrawal, reclaim Danelaw (nearly a 1/3 of
England) from the Danes, Eponawas called Horsa, but whatever the name, he saw the power and potential of using
Pony to achieve his destiny.Her maother had taught Pony that she must bear a girl child to continue the line from the
dawn of time, the keeper of the faith of Epona. Only, she warns Pony not to care for a man else he destroy her through
her heart. Pony is a smart |ass, though often naive, and sees her role asimple one...to fulfil her destiny to produce the
next girl child to live under the chalk horse on the Downs, to continue the line. Though naive, she realised when
Alfred appears on her doorstep that he means to use her, but in her shrewdness, she uses him. Thisis afine man, aman
to give her the girl child to continue the line, a man she will not care for so she will not die of a broken heart. Alfred
beds her, getting his "sea" of approval from the Goddess Epona, with the intent of using that to rally the Saxonsto
push the Danes from Britain. When he leaves, Pony is secure her heart is safe.Only, the Viking plunders come to
Pony's door and Pony's finds there is more to fulfilling a prophecy than conceiving a child, for sheis now the pawn of
Vagar, the Dane leader. She expects horrid barbarians who would take her prison and try to steal her herd of magickal
horses. Instead, she finds a man of wisdom, of fire, of strength. Heisfair to the Saxons he conquerors, heisaman
who would give hislife to save a single man at the risk of losing a battle.And he knows the way of the Horse.Squires
gives us arousing Saga of one woman set on filling her destiny, caught between the clash of Saxon and Viking
cultures in England and two equally determined men, each bent on making a kingdom in England. Her characters are
vivid, well drawn, the research very impressive. | have dealt with history for decades, even wrote atriple essay on
Epona being the mother-face of the triple goddess, linking her with Elphame and the Cailleach. Squires impressed me
with her dealing with the period and the lore of Epona.l simply could not put this book down. Squires, you did a
magnificent job!! Take a well-earned bow.WISE Writers and Readers Book of the Month Selection 20030 von 0
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Graschenroman - pseudo-historisch getarntVon ein groer
FanErwarten Sie keine Fortsetzung von Danegeld (jene Hauptfiguren treten nur nebenbei auf - quasi pflichtgem auf
wenigen Seiten, als Lehrmeister der Heldin). Das zugrunde liegende Strickmuster ist allerdings das gleiche:
strahlender, wenn auch etwas dsterer Held trifft Heldin mit bernatrlichen Krften (sie spricht mit und gebietet ber Tiere)
unter uerst widrigen Umstnden - sie gehren verfeindeten Lagern an. Dennoch muss der Leser nie Bange haben, dass es
kein happy ending gbe, wenn auch der hinterlistig-bse Bse sich noch so garstige Torturen ausdenken mag. Ganz
abstrus wird's zum Schluss, als die entscheidende Schlacht von den (wohl unbewusst herbei gerufenen) Tieren zu
einem Waffenstillstand gefhrt wird und eben jener Bse von Ratten zerfleischt wird, bevor er den guten Helden tten
kann.Der ziemlich farblos gezeichnete King Alfred war wohl nur als historisches Deckmntel chen vonnten.Naja, wer
auf solch triviale Liebesgeschichten steht... Ich habe das Buch im englischen Original gelesen und immer wieder
Seiten ausgelassen, mich aber bis zum Ende durchgekmpft, weil ich wissen wollte, was der Autorin noch so alles
einfllt an Unwahrscheinlichkeiten.

KurzbeschreibungWar swept England, and the dark ages grew darker as Vikings put Saxon strongholds to the torch.
The conquering horde found Epona, daughter of the goddess, on the hill beneath the sign of the white horse. There she



had lived, awaiting the man who was fated to give her a child. One truth was now evident: In Viking fire burned her
destiny.KurzbeschreibungWar swept England, and the dark ages grew darker as Vikings put Saxon strongholds to the
torch. The conquering horde found Epona, daughter of the goddess, on the hill beneath the sign of the white horse.
There she had lived, awaiting the man who was fated to give her a child. One truth was now evident: In Viking fire
burned her destiny.ber den Autor und weitere MitwirkendeSusan Squires earned a Masters degree in English literature
from UCLA and, as a by-product, learned how much fun research of other times and places can be. Several tripsto
Suffolk and Norfolk in the east of Britain created alife-long love of that area and its history. Danish on one side, and
married to a very Saxon husband, she became fascinated with that time in East Anglian Britain when two cultures
married and created a new language and a new land.



