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Von Philip Kerr : Dark Matter: The Private Life of Sir Isaac Newton: A Novel  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Dark Matter: The Private Life of Sir Isaac Newton: A 
Novel: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Dark 
matter needs more motion.Von Ein KundeDie Grundidee und das Gerst des Plots sind vielversprechend; das 
historische Ambiente ist im groen und ganzen auch getroffen: nicht zu viel und nicht zu wenig ber den zeitgenssischen 
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Kontext. Auch wissenschafts- und theologiegeschichtlich ist Kerr nicht schlecht informiert. Allerdings hat das Buch 
Lngen, die auch durch die Abfolge der Morde nicht aufgewogen werden. Dark matter needs more motion. Wer die 383 
Seiten nicht auf einmal liest, wzu man nicht unbedingt getrieben wird, verliert bisweilen den berblick, weil die 
einzelnen Facetten des Falls bzw. die Flle zu lange nicht weiter entwickelt werden. Trotzdem: einer der besseren 
historischen Kriminalromane.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Excellent but not as good as I 
thought it would beVon Mark O'NeillAfter finishing other first-class Philip Kerr books such as "Hitler's Peace" and 
"Berlin Noir", I eagerly turned to another Kerr book called "Dark Matter". The prospect of a murder mystery in the 
Tower of London starring Isaac Newton seemed too good to miss but after having read it from beginning to end, the 
book hasn't completely lived up to all my expectations.Here's a brief summary of the plot first. The story is told in the 
first-person narrative by Christopher Ellis who obtains a clerical position at the Tower of London working with the 
Warden of the Royal Mint, Isaac Newton (the story in the book is told by Ellis 30 years after the events in the book 
took place). It is an important time for the Mint and for the country as a whole. The King is in France fighting the 
French and Britain is nearly bankrupt. The Lords Justices (who were in effect the government in those days) decide to 
recall the old currency and issue new currency (called the "Great Recoinage") so Britain can get back on its feet, pay 
its war loans and pay its workers. If not, then Britain will lose the war in France and the Protestants will rise up and 
murder the Roman Catholics in Britain. So a lot is riding on Newton and the Mint to get the new currency out in time 
before all hell breaks loose.As soon as Ellis arrives, the body of his predecessor is found murdered with a strange 
coded message in his pocket. Ellis and Newton start to uncover evidence of a massive currency forgery ring at the 
Mint and also plans of another plot which threatens to bring down the King. As soon as caught conspirators start 
naming names, those people end up dead - also with coded messages in their pocket.Just like Sherlock Holmes and 
Doctor Watson, Newton and Ellis set out to solve the murders, bring down the currency forgery conspiracy and issue 
the new money to the country before it's too late. Added to the mix is Newton's niece whom Ellis falls in love with, 
corrupt lords and businessmen and a mentally unstable man working in the Mint (and I don't mean the murderer!).The 
story itself was good and well written but I also think that the story really drags in places. The book could use some 
editing with some pages chopped off for good measure. Some of the dialogue is boring and we could have done with 
less of Newton's niece, Miss Barton. She wasn't really essential to the story at all. In fact, if she had not been included 
by Kerr at all, the story would not have suffered in the slightest. She seems to be there only to provide sexual 
entertainment for Ellis and for the reader.Somewhat recommended. Despite its deficiences, the book is still excellent 
but not as good as "Hitler's Peace" or "Berlin Noir". It's good though for anyone who has an interest in British history.

KurzbeschreibungI swore not to tell this story while Newton was still alive.1696, young Christopher Ellis is sent to the 
Tower of London, but not as a prisoner. Though Ellis is notoriously hotheaded and was caught fighting an illegal duel, 
he arrives at the Tower as assistant to the renowned scientist Sir Isaac Newton. Newton is Warden of the Royal Mint, 
which resides within the Tower walls, and he has accepted an appointment from the King of England and Parliament 
to investigate and prosecute counterfeiters whose false coins threaten to bring down the shaky, war-weakened 
economy. Ellis may lack Newtons scholarly mind, but he is quick with a pistol and proves himself to be an invaluable 
sidekick and devoted apprentice to Newton as they zealously pursue these criminals.While Newton and Ellis 
investigate a counterfeiting ring, they come upon a mysterious coded message on the body of a man killed in the Lion 
Tower, as well as alchemical symbols that indicate this was more than just a random murder. Despite Newtons 
formidable intellect, he is unable to decipher the cryptic message or any of the others he and Ellis find as the body 
count increases within the Tower complex. As they are drawn into a wild pursuit of the counterfeiters that takes them 
from the madhouse of Bedlam to the squalid confines of Newgate prison and back to the Tower itself, Newton and 
Ellis discover that the counterfeiting is only a small part of a larger, more dangerous plot, one that reaches to the 
highest echelons of power and nobility and threatens much more than the collapse of the economy. Dark Matter is the 
lastest masterwork of suspense from Philip Kerr, the internationally bestselling and brilliantly innovative thriller writer 
who has dazzled readers with his imaginative, fast-paced novels. Like An Instance of the Fingerpost, The Name of the 
Rose, and Kerrs own Berlin Noir trilogy, Dark Matter is historical mystery at its finest, an extraordinary, suspense-
filled journey through the shadowy streets and back alleys of London with the brilliant Newton and his faithful protg. 
The haunted Tower with its bloody history is the perfect backdrop for this richly satisfying tale, one that introduces an 
engrossing mystery into the volatile mix of politics, science, and religion that characterized life in seventeenth-century 
London.From the Hardcover edition.PressestimmenPraise for Philip Kerr[A] sly and serious writer. The New York 
Times Book Kerr has the talent to convey the big idea and to take you places you have never been. The Washington 
Post Book World A brilliantly innovative thriller writer. Salman Rushdie[Kerr] makes the brain cells as well as the 
hairs on the back of the neck tingle. GQ magazineOne of the best crime novelists in the world.The Globe and Mail 
(London)From the Hardcover edition.KurzbeschreibungI swore not to tell this story while Newton was still alive.1696, 
young Christopher Ellis is sent to the Tower of London, but not as a prisoner. Though Ellis is notoriously hotheaded 



and was caught fighting an illegal duel, he arrives at the Tower as assistant to the renowned scientist Sir Isaac Newton. 
Newton is Warden of the Royal Mint, which resides within the Tower walls, and he has accepted an appointment from 
the King of England and Parliament to investigate and prosecute counterfeiters whose false coins threaten to bring 
down the shaky, war-weakened economy. Ellis may lack Newtons scholarly mind, but he is quick with a pistol and 
proves himself to be an invaluable sidekick and devoted apprentice to Newton as they zealously pursue these 
criminals.While Newton and Ellis investigate a counterfeiting ring, they come upon a mysterious coded message on 
the body of a man killed in the Lion Tower, as well as alchemical symbols that indicate this was more than just a 
random murder. Despite Newtons formidable intellect, he is unable to decipher the cryptic message or any of the 
others he and Ellis find as the body count increases within the Tower complex. As they are drawn into a wild pursuit 
of the counterfeiters that takes them from the madhouse of Bedlam to the squalid confines of Newgate prison and back 
to the Tower itself, Newton and Ellis discover that the counterfeiting is only a small part of a larger, more dangerous 
plot, one that reaches to the highest echelons of power and nobility and threatens much more than the collapse of the 
economy. Dark Matter is the lastest masterwork of suspense from Philip Kerr, the internationally bestselling and 
brilliantly innovative thriller writer who has dazzled readers with his imaginative, fast-paced novels. Like An Instance 
of the Fingerpost, The Name of the Rose, and Kerrs own Berlin Noir trilogy, Dark Matter is historical mystery at its 
finest, an extraordinary, suspense-filled journey through the shadowy streets and back alleys of London with the 
brilliant Newton and his faithful protg. The haunted Tower with its bloody history is the perfect backdrop for this 
richly satisfying tale, one that introduces an engrossing mystery into the volatile mix of politics, science, and religion 
that characterized life in seventeenth-century London.From the Hardcover edition. 


