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Von St. John of the Cross : Dark Night of the Soul (Dover Thrift Editions)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Dark Night of the Soul (Dover Thrift Editions): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. the 
masterpiece by the midnight mysticVon Craig Chalquist, PhD, author of TERRAPSYCHOLOGY and DEEP 
CALIFORNIASt. John was one of the first mystics I read who helped me see that an experiential relationship with the 
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sacred isn't all joy; instead, it can hurt, stretch into periods of barrenness and shadows...which themselves to the patient 
penitent eventually stand revealed as the wordless Word itself, darkening the mind as bright light darkens the eyes. I 
wish I could have met the author.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Finding the best 
editionVon Victoria KesslerI ordered the edition of Dark Night of the Soul listed on that was published by Kessinger 
Publications. The quality of the printing was very poor and there was absolutely no credit given to the translator. I will 
be returning it. I contacted a Carmelite monastry and they vouched for the credibility of the Peers translation listed on , 
but also recommended the Collected Works of St. John of the Cross translated by Kavanaugh (also available on ). The 
collected works is only a few dollars more, so it is a good value. I haven't had the opportunity to read the book yet, so 
my rating simply reflects the others.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. thought provoking in the 
deepest sense possibleVon pjz@aol.comthis book will take you on an exploration deep into the source of yourself to 
the not so joyfull aspect of the soul that we know all too well. its effects bring us beyond words to an understnding and 
sincere fondness for the neccesity of knowing the other aspects of the soul, as we begin to embrace daily sadnesses 
and griefs as an enriching part of our life. if you are willing your soul will have the experience of a lifetime and your 
knowledge of self will climb to a new height. .

KurzbeschreibungThe great Spanish mystic St. John of the Cross became a Carmelite monk in 1563 and helped St. 
Teresa of Avila to reform the Carmelite order enduring persecution and imprisonment for his efforts. Both in his 
writing and in his life, he demonstrated eloquently his love for God. His written thoughts on man's relationship with 
God were literacy endeavors that placed him on an intellectual and philosophical level with such great writers as St. 
Augustine and Thomas Aquinas.In this work a spiritual masterpiece and classic of Christian literature and mysticism 
he addresses several subjects, among them pride, avarice, envy, and other human imperfections. His discussion of the 
"dark night of the spirit," which considers afflictions and pain suffered by the soul, is followed by an extended 
explanation of divine love and the soul's exultant union with God.This fine translation by E. Allison Peers "is the most 
faithful that has appeared in any European language: it is, indeed, much more than a translation for [Peers] added his 
own valuable historical and [critically interpretive] notes." London Times..deAs a Carmelite monk, the 16th-century 
Spanish mystic St. John of the Cross was well trained in the systematic theology of St. Thomas Aquinas. In Dark 
Night of the Soul, St. John's sharply organized mind gives clean shape to his mystical belief in a loving Being 
somewhere outside the realm of feeling, thought, or imagination, who can only be known through love. Dark Night of 
the Soul describes the process of purgation, first of senses, and then of spirit, that precedes the soul's loving Union 
with God. To quote from this book would detract from the coiled power of its tightly focused picture of the soul's 
progress; suffice it to say that there has never been a better book for discouraged Christians. When you cannot 
understand what or why you believe, but you find yourself unable to abandon faith, look to St. John for help. --
Michael Joseph Gross.comAs a Carmelite monk, the 16th-century Spanish mystic St. John of the Cross was well 
trained in the systematic theology of St. Thomas Aquinas. In Dark Night of the Soul, St. John's sharply organized 
mind gives clean shape to his mystical belief in a loving Being somewhere outside the realm of feeling, thought, or 
imagination, who can only be known through love. Dark Night of the Soul describes the process of purgation, first of 
senses, and then of spirit, that precedes the soul's loving Union with God. To quote from this book would detract from 
the coiled power of its tightly focused picture of the soul's progress; suffice it to say that there has never been a better 
book for discouraged Christians. When you cannot understand what or why you believe, but you find yourself unable 
to abandon faith, look to St. John for help. --Michael Joseph Gross 


