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Von Carolyn Ives Gilman : Dark Orbit: A Novel before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and al praised Dark Orbit: A Novel:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Tolle
Ideen, spannend und interessante Fragen aufwerfend, aber mit recht abruptem EndeVon H. Riveralch bin ein Fan von
innovativen Ideen, wenn es um SF-Literatur geht und wurde mit diesem Buch nicht enttuscht. Die Idee der Mglichkeit,
die eigene Moleklstruktur ber lange Distanzen zu bertragen und dann dort nach vielen Jahren wieder aufgebaut zu
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werden ist spannend. die Implikationen fr die so Transportierten werden gut und nachvollziehbar beschrieben.Auch
unterschiedliche Gesellschaftsmodelle und ihre ethische Grundlagen werden schn skizziert. Dazu zhlen
unterschiedliche Regierungsformen, die Rolle der Frau und die Machtpositionen der unterschiedlichen sozialen
Schichten sowie die Rolle und Ausrichtung unterschiedlicher Wissenschaften und die Bedeutung und Gefahren von
Sicherheitsapparate und vom Militr.Die Geschichte besteht aus zwei Strngen. Einerseits wird die Entdeckung einer
neuen, mysterisen und bewohnbaren Welt,die viele Rtsel aufwirft, und der Erstkontakt mit einer grundlegend
unterschiedlich, technologisch weniger entwickelten Kultur dargestellt. Andererseits wird die Geschichte einer Frau
aus einer machtvollen Familie eingebaut, die im Zuge einer frheren diplomatischen Handel smission in einem Planeten
das gesellschaftliche Gefge stark ins Wanken gebracht hat und nun bei dieser neuen Mission als Strafe weit weg
geschickt wurde.lhr Pendant ist eine andere jungen Exoethnologin aus einer niedrigeren Gesellschaftlichen Schicht,
die auf die Andere aufpassen soll und prinzipiell gerne Dogmen und Regeln in Frage stellt.Der Erstkontakt mit dieser
neuen Welt und der Umgang mit den Einheimischen wird aus der Sicht dieser zwei Frauen erzhlt. Am Ende sehen sich
beide mit einer Naturkatastrophe und einem Flchtlingsstrom aus dem Planeten sowie mit der Tatsache konfrontiert,
dass die bisher als"primitiv" empfundenen Bewohner ungeahnte Fhigkeiten besitzen. In den falschen Hnden knnten
diese Fhigkeiten groen Schaden fr die Flchtlinge, aber auch im gesamten Universum anrichten.Schn ist die Strke der
Frauencharaktere, weniger gelungen sind die doch recht stereotypisch gezeichneten Unterschiede zwischen den
Gesellschaftsformen der unterschiedlichen Planeten und der sozialen Schichten. Diese werden aber auch immer wieder
in Frage gestellt. Zum Beispiel in der Auseinandersetzung mit dem Sicherheitschef des Raumschiffs, der als Mitglied
des Militrs am Ende doch ganz andere Motive fr sein Handeln hat al's zuerst angenommen. Auch die Unterdrckung der
Frauen wird thematisiert. Problematisch ist, dass die Beschreibung der "Weltrassen" in mir den Eindruck erweckte,
dass Nord-Sd-Vorurteile bei der Wahl der Hautfarbe und Eigenschaften der Charaktere aus unterschiedlichen Welten
unreflektiert bernommen wurden.Einige Passagen, insbesondere die Tagebuch-Eintrge eines der Charaktere sind recht
langatmig. Dies knnte aber in der beschriebenen Situation auch durchaus intendiert sein. Am Ende geht alles ganz
schnell und innerhalb weniger Seiten ist alles vorbei. Dies Isst auf eine Fortsetzung hoffen. Eswre aber schn gewesen,
alsLeser_in ein besser gezeichnetes Ende vorzufinden. Trotzdem ein tolles Buch und eine unbedingte
Kaufempfehlung fr SF-Leser_innen, die neben der Aktion auch Reflexionen ber Gender und soziale Rollen,
Kolonialisierung und Machtverhltnisse in der Wissenschaft suchen.

KurzbeschreibungFrom Nebula and Hugo Awardnominated Carolyn Ives Gilman comes Dark Orbit, acompelling
novel featuring alien contact, mystery, and murder. Reports of a strange, new habitable planet have reached the
Twenty Planets of human civilization. When ateam of scientistsis assembled to investigate this world, exoethnologist
Sara Callicot isrecruited to keep an eye on an unstable crewmate. Thora was once a member of the interplanetary
elite, but since her prophetic delusions helped mobilize arevolt on Orem, she's been banished to the farthest reaches of
space, because of therisk that her very presence could revive unrest.Upon arrival, the team finds an extraordinary
crystalline planet, laden with dark matter. Then a crew member is murdered and Thora mysteriously disappears.
Thought to be uninhabited, the planet is in fact home to a blind, sentient species whose members navigate their world
with a bizarre vocabulary and extrasensory perceptions.Lost in the deep crevasses of the planet among these people,
Thora must battle her demons and learn to comprehend the native inhabitants in order to find her crewmates and warn
them of an impending danger. But her most difficult task may lie in persuading the crew that some powers lie beyond
the boundaries of science. At the Publisher's request, thistitle is being sold without Digital Rights Management
Software (DRM) applied.Pressestimmen™A thoroughly engrossing story with a fast-paced plot, memorable characters,
and big ideas, this book is sciencefiction at its very best." "Kirkus s™"i109" Very Best Science Fiction and Fantasy
Books of 2015"Kirkus s" essential speculative fiction reads for July 2015Best New Sci-Fi/Fantasy Books of 2015 for
July "Nerd Underground" Wonderfully rich "Portland Book " Gilman intriguingly weaves together two plotlines: The
scientific, theological, and political point of view on the Escher, as well as the sense of community under the surface
of Iris. Thora s metaphysical point of view is narrated through her audio diary as we learn about her past, the stress of
adapting to total darkness, and the valuable skills she learns from the natives. Both plots are thought-provoking and
play well off of each other. The satisfying, yet open-ended conclusion left me wanting more. "The Nameless Zine"
DARK ORBIT isold school in ways that fans of classic sci-fi will find delightful: new planets! Weird spaceships!
Strange societies! Alien floraand faunal Reality-warping space! But it also feels modern uncalcified and unfussy, bold
and unexpected. "The Portland Mercury" Regardless of what type of science fiction enthusiast you are, you will find
something wonderful in Dark Orbit Add into that incredibly unique and wonderfully realized challenges that really
push the boundaries of where-no-one-has-gone-before, and you have a book that s well worth the read, even if you
aren t ahardened science fiction fan. "LitStack" She delves into thought-provoking speculative science one expects
alongside philosophy as ancient as Plato's cave." Dark Orhit" is a stimulating and absorbing story. " Shelf Awareness'
The story jumps from espionage to murder to first contact to philosophy at dizzying speeds "Publishers Weekly""""



Dark Orbit" isa peculiar novel, by turns sharp and gentle, cynical and idedlistic, empiricist and mystical. But its
characters are strongly drawn, its universe isrichly sketched, and its prose is sheer delight. It is deeply compelling in
its peculiarities, and probably one of the best novels of sciencefiction that | ve read in the last few years. And it s
"fascinating." Tor.com "Dark Orhit" is set in the same Twenty Planets universe as Gilman s 2010 novel "Halfway
Human." Comparisonsto UrsulaK. LeGuin are inevitable (and not unwarranted), but "Dark Orbit" has a strong thread
of thriller-like suspense that keeps one turning the pages. | think a more apt comparison is to the work of James
Tiptree, Jr. "Analog" "Dark Orbit" is awell-paced and engaging story that doesn't disappoint. The mystery and
intrigue builds to a climactic ending with several surprises along the way. " Science Fiction Book Club" "Dark Orbit" is
afast-paced and grippingly written sci-fi thriller, full of interesting ideas. "Open Letters Monthly" Not only did | find
it highly original in some of its concepts, it also left me feeling a bit nostalgic for the science fiction heyday of authors
like Harry Harrison and James E. Gunn. " SF Revu" thought-provoking science-fiction "Bibliosanctum™ Blending
mystery, philosophy, and science gracefully in atwisty plot, Gilman has written a challenging but ultimately satisfying
space adventure that explores how the most basic preconceptions can distort our outlook. It'sawinner for any sf fan
"Library Journal" "Dark Orbit" isastriking work of science fiction, and knowledge self-knowledge, and how the
knowledge of "other" people can shape aperson is at its heart. It is sharp and glittering and rather more interested in
the philosophy of its physicsthan it isin the science. It salso anovel about First Contact and the limits of science s
ability to classify data that cannot be "seen." And damn, isit one "hell" of anovel. "Tor.com"" " A novel that will
make you think about perception, human nature even the nature of reality while remaining consistently gripping and
moving. Gilman manages to both dig deep into some pretty abstract and philosophically compelling ideas while
writing a hell of afirst contact narrative and also touching on issues that are very much alivein our livestoday. The
ending may leave you wanting more, but even on its own, Dark Orbit remains thought-provoking days later. " RT
Book s' Top Pick, 4 1/2 stars Gilman has created a breathtakingly strange new world, and she's populated it with
vivid, compelling characters. A thoroughly engrossing story with afast-paced plot, memorable characters, and big
ideas, this book is sciencefiction at its very best. Kirkus (starred review)"iO9 Very Best Science Fiction and Fantasy
Books of 2015Kirkus s essential speculative fiction reads for July 2015Best New Sci-Fi/Fantasy Books of 2015 for
July--Nerd Underground"Wonderfully rich" -Portland Book " Gilman intriguingly weaves together two plotlines: The
scientific, theological, and political point of view on the Escher, aswell as the sense of community under the surface
of Iris. Thora's metaphysical point of view is narrated through her audio diary as we learn about her past, the stress of
adapting to total darkness, and the valuable skills she learns from the natives. Both plots are thought-provoking and
play well off of each other. The satisfying, yet open-ended conclusion left me wanting more." --The Nameless
Zine"DARK ORBIT isold school in ways that fans of classic sci-fi will find delightful: new planets! Weird
spaceships! Strange societies! Alien floraand faunal Reality-warping space! But it also feels modern--uncalcified and
unfussy, bold and unexpected." --The Portland Mercury"Regardless of what type of science fiction enthusiast you are,
you will find something wonderful in Dark Orbit ... Add into that incredibly unique and wonderfully realized
challenges that really push the boundaries of where-no-one-has-gone-before, and you have a book that's well worth the
read, even if you aren't a hardened science fiction fan." --LitStack” She delves into thought-provoking speculative
science one expects alongside philosophy as ancient as Plato's cave. Dark Orbit is a stimulating and absorbing story." -
Shelf Awareness'The story jumps from espionage to murder to first contact to philosophy at dizzying speeds’ --
Publishers Weekly"Dark Orhit is a peculiar novel, by turns sharp and gentle, cynical and idealistic, empiricist and
mystical. But its characters are strongly drawn, its universe isrichly sketched, and its proseis sheer delight. It is
deeply compelling in its peculiarities, and probably one of the best novels of science fiction that I've read in the last
few years. And it's fascinating." --Tor.com"Dark Orbit is set in the same Twenty Planets universe as Gilman's 2010
novel Halfway Human. Comparisonsto UrsulaK. LeGuin are inevitable (and not unwarranted), but Dark Orbit has a
strong thread of thriller-like suspense that keeps one turning the pages. | think a more apt comparison is to the work of
James Tiptree, Jr." --Analog "Dark Orbit is awell-paced and engaging story that doesn't disappoint. The mystery and
intrigue builds to a climactic ending with several surprises along the way." -Science Fiction Book Club"Dark Orbitisa
fast-paced and grippingly written sci-fi thriller, full of interesting ideas." -Open Letters Monthly "Not only did | find it
highly original in some of its concepts, it also left me feeling a bit nostalgic for the science fiction heyday of authors
like Harry Harrison and James E. Gunn." --SF Revu "thought-provoking science-fiction" -Bibliosanctum "Blending
mystery, philosophy, and science gracefully in atwisty plot, Gilman has written a challenging but ultimately satisfying
space adventure that explores how the most basic preconceptions can distort our outlook. It's awinner for any sf fan
..." --Library Journal"Dark Orbit is a striking work of science fiction, and knowledge--self-knowledge, and how the
knowledge of other people can shape a person--is at its heart. It is sharp and glittering and rather more interested in the
philosophy of its physicsthan it isin the science. It's al'so anovel about First Contact and the limits of science's ability
to classify data that cannot be seen. And damn, isit one hell of anovel." --Tor.com" A novel that will make you think
about perception, human nature--even the nature of reality--while remaining consistently gripping and moving.
Gilman manages to both dig deep into some pretty abstract and philosophically compelling ideas while writing a hell
of a'first contact' narrative and al so touching on issues that are very much alive in our livestoday. The ending may



leave you wanting more, but even on its own, Dark Orbit remains thought-provoking days later." --RT Book s Top
Pick, 4 1/2 stars'Gilman has created a breathtakingly strange new world, and she's populated it with vivid, compelling
characters. A thoroughly engrossing story with a fast-paced plot, memorable characters, and big ideas, this book is
sciencefiction at its very best." --Kirkus (starred review)K urzbeschreibungFrom Nebula and Hugo Awardnominated
Carolyn Ives Gilman comes Dark Orbit, a compelling novel featuring alien contact, mystery, and murder. Reports of a
strange, new habitable planet have reached the Twenty Planets of human civilization. When ateam of scientistsis
assembled to investigate this world, exoethnologist Sara Callicot is recruited to keep an eye on an unstable crewmate.
Thorawas once a member of the interplanetary elite, but since her prophetic delusions helped mobilize arevolt on
Orem, she's been banished to the farthest reaches of space, because of the risk that her very presence could revive
unrest.Upon arrival, the team finds an extraordinary crystalline planet, laden with dark matter. Then a crew member is
murdered and Thora mysteriously disappears. Thought to be uninhabited, the planet isin fact home to ablind, sentient
species whose members navigate their world with a bizarre vocabulary and extrasensory perceptions.Lost in the deep
crevasses of the planet among these people, Thora must battle her demons and learn to comprehend the native
inhabitants in order to find her crewmates and warn them of an impending danger. But her most difficult task may lie
in persuading the crew that some powers lie beyond the boundaries of science. At the Publisher's request, thistitleis
being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.



