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would be worth my time, and all praised Darkest Fear: A Myron Bolitar Novel: 

KurzbeschreibungEdgar Award-winner Harlan Coben brings us his most astonishingand deeply personalnovel yet. 
And it all begins when Myron Bolitar's ex tells him he's a father ... of a dying thirteen-year-old boy.Myron never saw it 
coming. A surprise visit from an ex-girlfriend is unsettling enough. But Emily Downing's news brings him to his 
knees. Her son Jeremy is dying and needs a bone-marrow transplantfrom a donor who has vanished without a trace. 
Then comes the real shocker: The boy is Myron's son, conceived the night before her wedding to another 
man.Staggered by the news, Myron plunges into a search for the missing donor. But finding him means cracking open 
a dark mystery that involves a broken family, a brutal kidnapping spree, and the FBI. Somewhere in the sordid mess is 
the donor who disappeared. And as doubts emerge about Jeremy's true paternity, a child vanishes, igniting a chain 
reaction of heartbreaking truth and chilling revelation.From the Paperback edition..deMyron Bolitar's father's recent 
heart attack brings Myron smack into a midlife encounter with issues of adulthood and mortality. And if that's not 
enough to turn his life upside down, the reappearance of his first serious girlfriend is. The basketball star turned sports 
agent, who does a little detecting when business is slow, is saddened by the news that Emily Downing's 13-year-old 
son is dying and desperately needs a bone marrow transplant; even if she did leave him for the man who destroyed his 
basketball career, he wouldn't wish tsuris like that on anyone. And he's not at all interested in getting involved with 
Emily again, not even to track down the one mysterious donor who may be able to save the boy. But when Myron 
learns that Jeremy Downing is his own son, conceived the night before Emily and Greg Downing married, he embarks 
on a search for someone who disappeared a lifetime ago. And what he finds leads him to a powerful family determined 
to keep an old secret, a disgraced reporter who may have plagiarized a novel to create a serial killer, a very interested 
FBI agent, and a missing child. This is the seventh outing in a series that's been gaining in popularity since Bolitar's 
first appearance, in Harlan Coben's Deal Breaker. Myron's a bit of a baby, but he's not afraid to get rough when the 
situation calls for it, he's eminently likable, and his heart's in the right place. The fireworks are supplied by his friend 
and partner, Win, who really deserves a series of his own, and Esperanza, the lesbian wrestler-lawyer who has finally 
talked Myron into making her a partner in the business. Like Coben's other Bolitar novels, she's worth every penny. --
Jane Adams.co.ukDarkest Fear represents an interesting transition between Coben's comparatively lightweight and 
formulaic early novels and his more recent, nervier and darker novels such as Tell No One and Gone for Good. It is 
part of the series dealing with the misadventures of Myron Bolitar, sports agent and occasional investigator, but this 
time Myron has more than the convenience of his clients on his mind. An old girlfriend turns up with the revelation 
that her son is dying for a bone-marrow transplant--and that the son is his. Myron has always had an overdeveloped 
sense of personal responsibility and this time it goes into overdrive. He, and his efficiently violent friend Win, find 
themselves involved with one of the richest and most secretive families in America, with a particularly brutal serial 
kidnapper and murderer and with the FBI on one of its off days. Coben takes his wise-cracking series hero and puts 
him in real physical and emotional jeopardy--the book is impressive, and a decisive break with the formula he had 
established earlier. After this, gloomier and more dangerous books were inevitable, and protagonists less 
fundamentally cheerful than the ebullient Myron. --Roz Kaveney 


