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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Words And Rules: The
Ingredients of Language (SCIENCE MASTERS) (English Edition):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A Great
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Work (Written in an Irritating Style)V on psychephileSteve Pinker is one of the top minds in psychology--his thinking
is principled but empirically grounded, his explanations are simple but true to the facts, his theories are imaginative
but utterly testable. On any topic he's discussing, one always gets the sense from Pinker that that issue isjust one piece
of an entire clockwork of knowledge. Never have Pinker's virtues been more evident than in "Words and Rules." From
his masterful treatment of the devoicing rule to his explanation of why compounds do and do not contain plurals to
what we should *really* be learning from child language errors, Pinker teaches us what language use tells us about the
mind. Given the quality of Pinker's argument, it is unfortunate that Pinker's writing style has become aimost a parody
of itself. Where the "Language Instinct" treated the reader to afew irreverant allusions and lively examples, "Words
and Rules' bogs down the logic of the argument with so many popular attention-getting examples (which will be
unintelligible in a decade) that it is difficult to see the forest for the tacky billboards. How many examples of
overregularization do we really need? When fretting over having *two* mental mechanisms rather than one (who but a
monist would care?), do we need to know how the poet Empson described the Latin philosopher Lucretius? The result
is a hodgepodge of equally superfluous erudition and showmanship, like a professor trying to impress the kids in the
first row while keeping the kids in the back of the class awake. A book this good doesn't need to be hucked.2 von 2
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Boxes and Arrows for the next MillenniumVon Shawn Weillf The
Language Instinct described Pinker's view of the development of language and How the Mind Works described his
views about cognition in general, thislatest work details his ideas about the cognitive organization of language. And
like his other books, Pinker tries to persuade the reader to agree with his assessment of thingsusing humorous
examples, occasionally odd logic, hyperbole, and in this case a 290 page extended example.Pinker believes that the
brain's representation of language is rule based - morphology (such as adding -s to a noun to make it plural or -ed to a
verb to make it past tense) occurs because a system in the brain applies a rule during language production. During the
past twenty years or so, many cognitive scientists have begun to think that perhaps this type of morphology is not rule
based at all, but instead occurs because of the specific pattern of connectionsin the brain. The goa of this book isto
convince the reader that connectionism iswrong, and a rule based system is correct. To do this, he talks about irregular
verbs; their etymology bastardization by children, idiosyncrasies, and production by non-typical populations. | never
thought that irregular verbs and oddly plauralized nouns could be interesting. | was right. This topic is so much more
esoteric than his other books, that even his entertaining examples could not overcome either my skepticism or my
boredom. After awhile you just want to hear something different. Pinker is not reporting a phenomena, and
evenhandedly evaluating various explanatory theories; he is presenting one view to be dismantled, and another to be
exalted as correct. But giving selective evidence could bias his readers towards his view, and | am not convinced | was
given achance to really evaluate the competing theories. | anxiously await the rebuttal by the connectionist school.If
you have read Pinker's popular books before, | can only say that this book is not at the same level. Its scope is much
narrower, and its subject matter a bit more technical. That being said, if you love Pinker's way of presenting material,
you will not be disappointed. If you haven't read Pinker before, | recommend that you start with one of his other

books - they truly live up to their reputations.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Pinker Does It
AgainVon Richard A. SassoWell, Pinker doesit again! Thisis one damn fine book dealing with important issues of not
only linguistics, but even deeper concepts of how our brains fundamentally work! Using the whole concept of
irregular-regular verbs as a entre to his topic, Pinker explore so many interesting paths. As an amateur linguist, | found
this book atour de force. It's not only informative and intriguing, but also funny.l was deeply impressed by Pinker's
THE LANGUAGE INSTICT, and this book followed right in that tradition.

KurzbeschreibungOne of the world's science superstars presents a brilliantly illuminating, entertaining and cutting-
edge account of how language actually works.How does language work? How do children learn their mother tongue?
Why do languages change over time, making Chaucer's English aimost incomprehensible? Steven Pinker explains the
profound mysteries of language by picking a deceptively simple single phenomenon and examining it from every
angle. That phenomenon - the existence of regular and irregular verbs - connects an astonishing array of topicsin the
sciences and humanities: the history of languages; the illuminating errors of children as they begin to speak; the
sources of the major themes in the history of Western philosophy; the latest techniques in identifying genes and
imaging the living brain. Pinker makes sense of all of thiswith the help of asingle, powerful idea: that language
comprises amental dictionary of memorized words and a mental grammar of creative rules..deSteven Pinker has a
very good ear; you know it instantly from his prose: elegant, accessible and very witty indeed. In Words and Rules,
Pinker picks apart our language to reveal pro found truths about how we think. Do we deduce rules from the world
around us and behave rationally? Or do we free-associate, discovering the world through experience and creative
analogy? The obvious answer is "both". But proof of the obvious answer has long eluded philosophers of mind.
Pinker, though, believes he has found it--in the English past tense. English verbs come in two flavours. Regular verbs
have past tenses that 0ok like the present-tense verb with "-ed" on the end--today | walk, yesterday | walked, etc. The



second kind of English verb isirregular. Irregular past tenses follow no rules--today | buy, but yesterday | bought;
today | hold, yesterday | held. The way children distinguish between these different sorts of verbs asthey learn to talk
suggests they learn both by rule and by association. Proving thisis Pinker's task--and it's a bravura performance. It
takes nothing away from that other recent lit-hit, Bill Bryson's Mather Tongue, to say that Pinker's book achieves an
altogether deeper level of profundity. It says much for Pinker that in doing so, he can still match Bryson for wit and
readability. --Simon IngsWerbetextOne of the world's science superstars presents a brilliantly illuminating,
entertaining and cutting-edge account of how language actually works.



